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Alumni News

[ MAKING HERSTORY ]

Hometown Hero Makes Good

Jane Ellen McAllister was the nation’s first black
woman to earn an education Ph.D. Now Mississippi
has celebrated her achievement.

A black professor brings students of color to campus during the summer
to prepare them for college. The program wins federal funding and backing from
the Ford Foundation. It’s a nice story, though not unheard of nowadays.

( CONTINUED ON PAGE 56 )
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Hometown Hero Makes Good

(continued from page 55)

But it happened in the mid-1950s — in Mis-
sissippi, at historically black Jackson State
University.

Of course, the professor, Jane Ellen McAllis-
ter, was always ahead of her time.

In 1929, at Teachers College, McAllister
became the nation’s first black woman to earn
an Education Ph.D. Her advisor, Mabel Carney,
subsequently wrote that “the real history of
the study of American Negro education on the
advanced level” began with McAllister’s thesis,
“The Training of Negro Teachers in Louisiana.”

This past August, Vicksburg, Mississippi,
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HOUSEWARMING Vicksburg, Mississippi, has
placed a historical marker outside McAllister's home.
Far left: Her cousin, Bettye Gardner, is fourth from left;
Vicksburg Mayor George Flaggs is at far right.

the historic Civil War city and McAllister’s
hometown, unveiled a state historical marker
outside her former home. A TC proclamation
declared McAllister “a Teachers College hero
who embodied the College’s values, beliefs and
aspirations”

McAllister improved the teaching and pros-
pects of people of color. She published journal
articles on teacher education and mentored
generations of students. At her death in 1996,
Jackson State had named a dorm and lecture se-
ries after her, and the Mississippi Encyclopedia
had enshrined her in its pages.

“She was always interested in education
for African Americans, because in that period,
many Southern black public schools were not
the best,” says McAllister’s cousin Bettye Gard-
ner, a historian and Professor Emerita at Coppin
State University. “And that’s why she ultimately
chose to go to Teachers College. Its reputation
was S0 strong.” — JOE LEVINE
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‘ake the Path to Enrichment

| hrough Continuing Professional Studies at TC

COWIN FINANCIAL LITERACY PROGRAM

FEB 1-MAR 15 | online | Free for the first 250 registrants!

This online course will provide educators with classroom-ready
instructional resources, strategies, and support to teach financial
concepts (savings, investing, budgeting, financial planning, credit, risk,
consumption, and diversification) to high school students.

A"gm"' enjoy=...; ROCKING THE REGENTS
SA’ Off select N e : Analysis and Instruction for the New York State English Regents
‘online programs A FEB 3-APR 27 | online
e ? This online course aims to support teachers who are preparing students
for the English Regents. Join us to better understand the design of the
exam and use relevant data points to develop targeted instruction for
students performing at all levels.

LEADING WITH EVIDENCE IN SCHOOLS

Data and Research Literacy

MAR 2-MAR 29 | online

This interactive online course aims to bring educators together around
the data and assessments that matter most to schools. Learn how to
build capacity, trust, and collaboration around using evidence in schools
for instructional improvement.
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